
Module # 11 Assignment
Step 1: Load Libraries

The hardest part of this assignment was getting all the R libraries loaded correctly. I ran into multiple issues along the way, and at one point, I nearly bricked my program
entirely by accident. I’ve never managed to get Devtools working before, so it’s a relief to finally have it running, though I honestly couldn’t tell you exactly how I got it
working this time. I didn’t end up using all the libraries I loaded, but I had to load them one by one to troubleshoot each issue. Despite the hassle, it felt rewarding to
finally have everything functioning properly in my program. In the past, I’ve had to work around certain libraries, especially Devtools, so having it all work smoothly for
once was a nice change.

Step 2: Plotting the Charts

These code examples were provided by Dr. Piwek’s blog post on Tufte and C. Minard in R, but it was great practice writing out the code and working through what each
part did. It’s a little embarrassing to admit, but I actually have limited experience plotting in base R, as I primarily stick with ggplot2—it’s the library I first learned and
feel most comfortable with. Working through plotting in base R, though, turned out to be surprisingly insightful. I also found the process of opening a graphical device,
executing commands, and then closing and saving it as a PDF to be both interesting and new. I’ve always manually saved plots with functions like ggsave, so learning
about this approach was eye-opening. I still don’t fully understand it, but I’m excited to know it’s an option and am already thinking of ways I can use it in future projects.

Minimal line plot in Base Graphics
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Marginal histogram scatter plot in Base Graphics
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Dot-dash plot in ggplot2

Sparklines in base graphics with plotSparklineTable
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